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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Significance of the Study
In general, the best place for a child is with his own family. Some
parents even under the most trying conditions are able to look after
their own children and give them the security and protection they need
for their wholesome development. There have always been children who for
various reasons have needed oare out of their home. Due to circumstances
beyond their control, some parents cannot take oare of their children
because of parental, physical, mental, or emotional incapacities. Some
times, homes are broken because of desertion, separation, or divorce of
parents? and mothers of children born out of wedlock frequently have had
to plan for their children out of the home. In earlier days, dependency
or need for public financial support was considered sufficient reason
for placing children outside of their natural homes.
Whatever the reason, substitute oare in foster homes, boarding homes
or in institutions has long been one method of providing oare for children.
Children's Service Incorporated located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania has
been one of the many child placing agencies providing oare in foster homes
for dependent, neglected, and physically handicapped Negro children of
Philadelphia and its vicinity. Children's Service Incorporated, once
kno\vn as The House of the Holy Child, consolidated its services with the
House of St. Michael and All Angels on January 1, 1949.
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The House of Th© Holy Child had Its 'beginning as a children's in-
stitutiOB. "It was founded in 1894 by Hiss Edith Wharton Dallas, as
result of her search for the most grievous condition in Philadelphia to
be remedied.'1 The Agenoy was incorporated in 1899, and to its develop
ment, Miss Dallas devoted herself and all material resources. Although
the Agenoy is not under church auspices, members of the corporation are
Episcopalians which religious group has given some support.
The Agenoy was first an institution for legro girls in Philadelphia.
Later, in addition to its institution it developed a foster home program
for both boys and girls. In 1928, it moved to Spring House about fifteen
miles from Philadelphia and continued its institutional and foster care
programs. At that time, the Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal Church
allotted $15,000 for two semi-detached cottages.
In 1938 The House of St. Michael and All Angels, a church
inspired and supported institution for the care of colored
crippled children—the only one in the country found it
necessary to close its institution after nearly fifty years
of service. This work was continued through The House of The
Holy Child also, and physically handioapped and crippled
children are still accepted into care. By that date they had
185 children in foster homes; in June 19, 1944 they had 264.3
The number of children in care at Children's Service Incorporated in
creased through the years; and in 1950 there were 429 in care. "Seventy-
three children came into care and seventy-three returned to their homes
within the year in addition to the 356 who remained in foster homes under
Hereafter referred to as Agency.
2Child Care FacilitiesJ>or__p^end^nt_^nd_Hejlected NejroJ3hildren_ in




sup©rvision."1 Returning children to their own families became Children's
Service ultimate purpose because the Agency realized that there was no
substitute for a child's home no matter how inadequate it seemed to be.
Some of the objectives of Children's Service Inc., were to offer
protection and preventive casework services in order to bring about
adjustment in a child's own home if possible. If this was not possible,
the Agency provided other care appropriate to a child's individual needs
which could mean foster home care with costs paid by parents, relatives,
or the Agency. Examinations, physical and mental were arranged as needed.
Frequently, after a period of placement and study for a child it was
found that for his best interests, he should be referred to a specialized
agency. In addition to these services, a caseworker assists the com
munity in planning coordination of existing agency services and in stimulat
ing groups to study the needs of the community and ways to meet them.
Another area of activity was the Clothing Department of the Agency
which was developed to bring to the child all of the benefits of carefully
selected olothing. It emphasized th© importance of adequate clothing
and the desirability of giving the child the privilege to select them.
The Agency recognized the importance of good health for children's
growth and development and formulated a health program which stressed
the following factorss
Promotion of cheerful and healthful living conditions in
a foster home; adequate facilities for medical, dental and
mental carei complete physical and dental examinations with
annual follow-ups} early immunization of children against
Children's Service Incorporated Annual Report (Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania)', February, 1951, p. 2.
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communicable disease and precautionary repeat immunization
against whooping eough and diptheria before starting to
school} early correction of defects as recommended by
physicians and dentists and treatment of illnesses as
diabetes, tuberculoais, and orippling conditions.-*-
Realizing the needs of children in order to promote sound healthy
development and to assure comfort not received in the home, Children's
Service Incorporated in its philosophy the practice that personnel must
be of a very high calibre. The staff is composed of an executive director,
a director of social casework, supervisor of foster home finding depart
ment, a part-time psychologist, two casework supervisors, eight case
workers, six students from schools of social work and an efficient clerical
staff.
Purpose of the Study
This study was undertaken to review and present some of the con
tributing factors which influenced the placement of children. The under-
lying purposes were to examine the reasons for placement of the children
as stated at the time of referral by the informant, to examine conditions
under which Children's Service incorporated accepted children for care,
and to classify those factors which contributed to placement. It was
hoped that the results of this study might prove valuable in helping the
Agency ascertain some of the reasons for accepting the children into care.
Scope and Limitations
The scope of this study was based on fifty active cases accepted
for foster home placement known to Children's Service Incorporated in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania during the period of time from October 1, 1943
Children's Service Incorporated Manual, "Professional Practices,"
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1938), p. 13.""
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to September 8, 1951* The writer was not interested in relating contribut
ing factors to the aotual casework prooess or to the attitudes and feelings
of the parents or the child. This study was limited to Negro children
only.
Method of Procedure
The data secured for this study were obtained by a case study method.
Material was drawn from the family and child's case records. The fifty
cases studied were selected by random sampling} that is, the records
for study were chosen at regular intervals by pulling every tenth case
from the Agenoy's active files. A schedule compiled by the writer was
used as guide for obtaining pertinent information. This schedule in
cluded some of the characteristics of the parents, a description of the
need for placement, background information of the family and status of
the child in the home. The material thus gathered was handled statistical
ly with ease illustrations used for clarification purposes. Books,
pamphlets, articles and unpublished material pertinent to the subject
were used. Conferences with the Agency Director and personnel was
utilized in obtaining additional historical background data.
CHAPTER II
THE PERSONAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC FAMILIAL FACTORS
A study of children's problems includes background information re
garding parental living. The home is the stablizing force in a child's
life,and the home is comprised of the family. The parents provide the
type of care in the home that will help a child feel secure and happy.
Gertrude Chittendon stated thatJ
Every child deserves happy parents who love him
sincerely and show him that they doj a home in which
there is harmony, respect for each individual, and a
tolerance of differences; and adequate provisions for
his physical needs.^
Homes that are not stable leave the pathway open for frustrations and con
flicts. In every home there should be a father and mother figure for a
child to identify with and to help him meet his emotional needs that are
so necessary to his growth and development. The psycho-social status
of his parents is important In making a ohild feel secure in his home and
in his relationship with others.
The parent-child relationship is considered primary; all
other factors are seen as secondary modifying influences,
exaggerating or diminishing the influence of the primary
relationship.^
Personal Characteristics
In studying the fifty children,a large number of them had been
deprived of a satisfying parent-child relationship and the children
1Gertrude Chittendon, Living With Children (New York, 1944), p. 17.
2David Levy, "Maternal Overproteotion and Rejection," Archives_ of
t^1)* 886«
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did not have the security of coming from homes where their parents were
married. Table 1 shows that the largest number among the families
studied were unmarried. This was quite significant in relating why tha
children were placed because the unmarried mother was dominant among the
single parents.
TABLE 1
MARITAL STATUS OF FIFTY FAMILIES TOIOSE CHILDREN WERE PLACED AT
CHILDREN'S SERVICE INC., PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA






Many mothers who are unmarried cannot make up their minds ab©ut keeping
their babies at first and may wish to have them placed for a while. The
following case illustrates some of the problems of an unwed mother.
Case 1
Miss Sue Y., an eighteen year old girl came to the Agency
seeking help for her child who was born out of wedlock. She
was an orphan and there was no one to help care for the baby.
She was evasive as to who the father was and appeared to be
mentally blocked in discussing him. She stated that the baby
had club feet, and she did not want the baby but did not want
to give it up for adoption. The mother was given time to make
up her mind regarding plans* and foster home care advised.
Frequently, unmarried mothers respond to the necessity for decision
regarding the placement of their babies in accordance with the degree
of adjustment to life, which was one of the problems the single parents
presented. The thirteen married parents indicated that marital conflict
was prevalent, and their children who were to be placed come from
8
broken homes.
In the case of Mrs. Mary B., a thirty-five year old woman who applied
to the Agency asking for help with her child beoause her husband felt
that he was not the father of the child} in addition, a great deal of
confusion prevailed in the home. Doubts as to paternity revealed that
the marriage was not a satisfying one and much dissention as to standards
and marital values existed.
Likewise,the separated parents who placed their children in foster
care indicated family friction. There was one mother who was unable to
keep her child due to inadequate financial incomei a father whose wife
was a prostitute and did not supervise the child in the homej and a
mother who separated from her husband over gambling debts and poor
living conditions. Five of the parents were widowed, but none divorced.
Widowhood, however, presented a great problem in relation to the child1s
behavior patterns. Johnny, an orphan, illustrated what can happen to
a child because of the death of his parents.
Case 2
Johnny, age 13, had been staying out all night, truant-
ing from school and stealing. Both his parents were dead}
and there were no interested relatives to care for him.
The grandmother had been taking care of him, but he was
unwanted by her. As a result, warped attitudes and resultant
behavior was exhibited by Johnny because he knew he was un
wanted} and he compensated for his feelings by stealing.
The age range of the parents of the children studied varied some
what. It was found that twenty mothers fell in the age range of the
upper twenties. Ten mothers fell in the range of twenty-six to thirty,
ten numbered in the age thirty-one to thirty-five, seven thirty-six to
forty, seven forty-one to forty-five, six were under twenty, five were
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in the bracket of forty-six to fifty, three twenty-one to twenty-five
and two fifty-one to fifty-five. The teen age mothers seemed to find
a solution to their problems of what to do with their children more
satisfactorily than the older mothers. Twenty-four of the. fathers
ages were unknown by the mothers and those known were the oldest
fathers of the children studied. Seven fathers fell in the age bracket
of forty-six to fifty, six, forty-one to forty-five, five, thirty to
thirty-nine, and thirty-four number five. Only three fathers fell in
the age range of twenty-five to twenty-nine. Most of the mothers and
fathers had reached the upper twenties through forties, their most
productive years, but did not seem to have acquired a sense of parental
responsibilitys and were dependent upon others to take o,are of their
children.
Family Constellation
Of the fifty children studied, twenty-eight of them were males and
twenty-two females. It was noted that more boys were accepted into care
by the Agency than girls. Since most of the children studied were
placed after the war years, the figures might substantiate the belief
that more male babies were bom after the war period than female babies.
Also boys are more difficult to care for, and, therefore parents were
more willing to give them up for placement than the girls.
The number of children in the families at the time of the place
ment is shown in Table 2. The greatest number of children placed came
from homes where there was only one child. The next largest number
came from homes where there were two children in the family. A family
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of ten children placed one child, one of eleven placed one, and one child
was placed out of a family of thirteen. The larger family group appeared
to be more stable and to have more unity than in the smaller family group.
"This situation gives evidence of a condition that endangers normal and
stabilized family life."1 The children studied did not have the steadying
influence of close family ties that is known in large families to help
them to make a satisfactory adjustment to their environment.
TABLE 2











The age range of the children studied varied somewhat. Children
ranging from ages one to four, numbered twelve? there were eight
children in the range of five to eight} fourteen children fell in the
range of nine to twelve? and sixteen from thirteen to sixteen. The
highest number of children placed were in the adolescent group which
children presented a number of behavior problems.
Elaine seemed typical of a teen age girl placed away from her home.
House Conference on Child Health and Protection, Dependentjmd
Neglected Children, IV (New York, 1946), 110. «-- -
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Case 3
Elaine, age thirteen, was referred for foster home
placement by her step-mother. Her father died the previous
year, and there was no male figure in the home to help rear
the child. Elaine was incorrigible, had incestrual relations
with her brothers, and sex experiences with several boys.
She also stole things from the home and school. The step
mother could not adequately supervise Elaine and desired
foster home placement for her.
Elaine could not accept her father's death and reverted to other means
of compensation as a substitute. According to English and Pearson,
"children often react to a mourning situation by regressive behavior
or by overt behavior ... Reactions may continue for several months or
for the duration of the period of mourning." Often children cannot talk
about deaths which can be interpreted as meaning that their feelings are
so intense they retreat or try to escape from the unpleasant situation.
TABLE 3
ORDINAL POSITION OF CHILDREN PLACED









Among the children's ordinal positions there was one child who
was the tenth child and one was the eleventh child. The first child
in the families studied were the first to be placed and was placed for
several reasons. One of the reasons was a cultural factor centered
^O. S. English, and G. E. J. Pearson, Emotional Problems of Living
(New York, 1945), p. 98.
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around rejection by the parents because of color. Daniel, the first
child in the family, was placed wherein his siblings remained in the
home.
Case 4
Daniel, an eight year old boy, had white parents. As he
grew older his skin began to turn a darker shade every year.
He was unwanted and completely rejected by his family. His
father nor mother wanted him because of his apparent colored
blood. They asked that he be adopted by Negro parents be
cause they did not want it known that a Negro belonged to
their family. There were.three other siblings in the home
who were apparently white and wanted.
This child was rejected and the victim of parental attitudes affected
by a culture that the parents could not acoept. They probably resented








Laborer ' . H
Professional 1
In regards to work experiences, thirty-eight of the parents'
occupations were unknown at the time of applications eleven were
classed as laborers but stated no particular job heldj and one parent
was a minister. Three of the parents who stated that they were laborers
were recipients of public relief. One parent received |69.00 a month
13
from the Department of Publio Welfare, and two parents a grant of |94.3Q
a month each from Aid to Dependent Children. Another parent obtained
unemployment compensation from Social Security which amounted to $20.00
a month. Most of the parents were unemployed at time of application}
consequently,financial means played a great part in determining the
placement of their children.
Another factor which played a great role in helping the child to
become socialized, which is a fundamentally constructive element in life,
is -various religious traditions that are represented among families of
dependent children. Twenty-three of the parents acknowledged belonging
to the Baptist church? ten of the families faiths were unknown! nine were
Methodists; five pentacostali and three belonged to others not clearly
designated. It was significant that the greatest number of parents be
longed to a religious faith, yet a large per cent of them were not married
in keeping with the patterns and sanctions of their church.
TABLE 5
RELIGIOUS FAITHS OF FIFTY FAMILIES 1NH0 PLACED THEIR







In one of the cases, religion was used as a rigid control over th©
child and not as a vital force for promoting family life. The following
case is an example of what happened to a fourteen year old boy.
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Case 5
Billy, age fourteen, was a child born out of wedlock,
and his father was unknown to him. His mother was mentally
disturbed and did not supervise him adequately. She lived
with another man who beat Billy constantly because he re
fused to join the Mohammedan cult. Therefore, he ran away
from home and refused to return.
In this case it was evidenced that religion was used as a oon-
trolling force over the child who had no choice in selecting his own
faith. "Parents whose own religious and spiritual life have been soundly
developed are better equipped to stimulate in their children a right
dynamic attitude toward their neighbors." Although social and ethical
values answer a number of the problems common to family conflict, the
family life presented in the cases of the children studied did not pre
pare children for fundamental responsibilities or give them a basic
family tie conducive to healthy personality structure.




There are several reasons why children require substitute care away
from their homes; and foster care is selected because it provided more
nearly their own home situation than any other type. Children who are
placed in foster homes need a stablizing environment to help them to
feel more secure, to grow and develop physically, emotionally and socially.
Frequently, a child is removed from his home when it presents deviations
from normal standards of physical or mental well being, or when the child
exhibits deviations in behavior beyond the capacity of the family to deal
with it. The placement of a child in an environment where he will be
happy and enabled to develop his own capacities for healthy living is one
of the basic reasons why children are placed.
Source of Referral
The referral source of the fifty children placed and the type of
agency that referred them to the Agency is shown in Table 6.
TABLE 6
SOURCES OF REFERRAL OF FIFTY CHILDREN STUDIED





Hazel Fredericksen, The Child and His Welfare (San Francisco,
California, 1948), p. 157. ••--—— ———_—_
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The largest number of children studied were referred to the Agency by-
public agencies. Of these thirty children known to public agencies, the
Municipal Juvenile Court referred twenty-three, University Hospital two,
The Department of Public Welfare four, and the Salvation Army Maternity
Home one. Most of the children from the Municipal Juvenile Court presented
some type of behavior problem that was characteristic of the adolescent and
pre-adoleseent group. The two children from the University Hospital re
quired some type of medical oare that the children needed which could not
be provided for in their own homes. The children known to The Department
of Public Welfare needed a type of care that a public agency could not pro
vide; and the child from the Salvation Army Maternity Home necessitated
foster care because its mother could not adequately take care of him.
Private agencies referred ten children to Children's Service Inc.,
Sheltering Arms, which provides services for unmarried mothers, requested
that four children be placed because the mothers desired substitute care
for their children until they could adequately care for them. Another the
Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children, referred four children for
servioes because of neglect and cruelty. Family Service Society made a
referral of one child who was living in a home where marital conflict
evolved because of the child, and Lincoln Day Nursery asked for foster
home care because the child received severe punishment from his parents.
The number of individuals who made direct requests were two grandmothers,
three mothers, one aunt, one employer, one minister and two school counselors.
From the number of referrals, community resources played a great role
in helping families to utilize the best of care for their children. It was
recognized that the great strengths of family life, under the most adverse
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conditions required the employment of growing skills and greatly increased
resources to conserve and reinforce positive values for children and that
these factors must be an integral part of consideration for their removal
from their own family homes to a foster care setting.
Length of Placement Time Desired by the Parents
Often, parents were reluctant to endure separation or to give their
children up for a particular length of time, and if they did, they stated
a desirable period for placement of their children. According to Table 7,
the greater number of the parents were indefinite as to the length of time
they wanted their children placed.
TABLE 7
LENGTH OP PLACEMENT TIME DESIRED BY PARENTS
Total 50
Six to eleven months 4
Twelve to seventeen months 16
Eighteen to twenty-three months 5
Twenty-four to twenty-nine months 1
Full placement years 1
Indefinite 23
Reluctance on the part of the parents to state a definite period although
they wanted their children plaoed seemed symptomatic of some dependency and
immaturity in accepting parental responsibilities. This was substantiated
by their ages and marital status. Sixteen of the parents could state that
they wanted their children placed for only a period of twelve to seventeen
months. These parents definitely wanted their children to return to their
homes, and there were five parents who wanted placement for eighteen to
twenty-three months.
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There was only one mother who wanted her child to remain in foster
care until full placement age because she had tuberculosis and there was
no one to care for him. Some of the mothers who requested a short term
care for their children had problems as to housing or an eviction from
condemned homes, need for medical attention which they could not provide
in a crowded home, and marital distress. Mothers requesting indefinite
care were the younger ones who did not assume responsibility for providing
for their children, and therefore, wanted them placed.
The Agency's Acceptance of the Child
Children's Service Inc., accepted the fifty children studied under
various categories, yet there were no designated single reasons but
several. The services provided were for those children who were neglected,
abandoned, delinquent, personally maladjusted and in need of medical care.
The children studied were accepted in the Agency for placement because of
the needs they presented as designated in Table 8.
TABLE 8


























As previously stated the unmarried parents seemed to comprise the greater
number among the parents that placed their children. The unmarried parents'
children were accepted into care because often they were truly the unwanted
and rejected ohildren. Pearson states, "that not all parents feel the same
way toward their children. It is known that the concept that parents
universally love their children is a fiction—a theory unsubstantiated by
fact.1 In this study it was evidenced that a great number of the children
placed were unwanted by their parents.
The Agency accepted children for placement who had behavior problems.
Of the number of children with behavior problems, there was Henry K. who
had been stealing and breaking into homesj Barbara G., age 13, who was
paroled from the house of detention but was practicing sex acts with older
men} and Joan D, who felt rejected by her parents and continaully ran
away from home. Parental friction influenced the Agency's acceptance of
children because of cruelty and neglect. Five of the children placed were
suffering from physical disorders and five from mental disturbances. Among
these was a child who had sickle cell anemia whose parents could not give
her adequate care, a father who was paranoid, a mother who suffered from
dementia praecox, and one child who was emotionally disturbed because he
was involved in a great deal of marital conflict. Frank illustrates some
of the conflict a child experienced.
Case 6
Frank, age ten, was referred to the Agency by his school
counselor who stated that Frank was a serious problem in
school because of his behavior. Frank lived with his parents
who had never been married and did not want him. He was
constantly rebuked at home and was not given any love and
6. H. J. Pearson, Emot^ional_Disorders of Children (Kew York, 1949),
p. 25.
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attention. At school, Frank created constant disturbances
in the classrooms and had fainting spells with no known
physical causes.
Frank did not receive the love and attention he needed at home and there
fore, created disturbances at school by having fainting spells to gain
attention, affection and approval. English and Pearson states that often
a "child behaves rebelliously and antagonistically -with acts or submission,"
which was evidence in Frank's case.
Placement Date
The placement dates of the children studied varied as shown in
Table 9.
TABLE 9
YEAR OF PLACEMENT OF THE CHILDREN ACCEPTED BY THE AGENCY











The greater number of the children studied were placed during the years
of 1947 and 1948. This indicated that more parents were using community
resources in obtaining adequate care for their children. Eight of the
children had been placed in 1944 because World War II interferred with
the home life, as was indicated in the case of Bobby.
0. S. English, and G. H. J. Pearson, op. eit., p. 109.
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Case 7
Bobby, one year of age, lived with his father who was
his only relative. Bobby's mother was dead and there was
no interested relative to care for him. Bobby's father was
inducted into the army. Therefore, the father requested
foster home placement for Bobby until he could make other
arrangements•
It was apparent that more families asked for help with their children in
the later years of their development because they were aware of the needs
of their children and the need for professional help. It was also
significant that the parents had an increased knowledge of foster home
care as a service of a social agency in their community.
CHAPTER IV
FACTORS INFLUENCING PLACEMENT
Children who are placed away from their families are usually the
product of situations -which provoked interferences with healthy living.
"Often their personalities have been crippled by absent, inadequate or
distorted family relationships or their security shattered by some domestic
tragedy or trauma." There may be one factor influencing the placement
of a child out of the home or there may be several factors. There are
almost no parents who really want to neglect or abuse their children,
but there may be several reasons determining their inadequate handling of
their children. The parents are the nucleus around which the child grows
and develops. If the nucleus of the family is inadequate, then the child
suffers} and substitute care is needed. The insistence on living one's
own life has wrecked many a home, and it has been used as shield for
parents to hide behind in rearing their children.
Inadequate Parental Handling
Of the fifty children studied fourteen were placed beoause of in
adequate parental handling. Five were neglected by their parentsj two
had received extreme orueltyj three were deserted by their parents! and
six were placed as a result of marital conflict. In one way or another,
the parents failed to provide the type of care that their children needed.
Being a successful parent is a difficult tasks some of the parents failed
to adjust to the role of parenthood; and as a result, they were very in
adequate parents. This was typical of John H's parents who did not provide
Adah Baxter, Smith College Studies In Social Work, MThe Adjustment of
Children to Foster HomesT"^!Eorthampton, Mass"., March, 1937), 7-2, p. 191.
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a health, social or emotional climate for him.
Case 8
John H. ag© 11, was referred to the Agency by the
Juvenile Municipal Court which stated that he needed to
be removed from his home. His parents were separated,
and he was shifted to live with eaoh parent for awhxle.
After years of neglect, abusement and indifference from
his mother, he went to live with his father. His father
did not give him adequate care and influenced him to
have abnormal sexual relations with his male friends and
would beat him if he did not. As a result of neglect,
cruelty, and sexual behavior, the court removed hun from
his parents.
John's parents were certainly inadequate in oaring for him and did not
assume responsibility for rearing him.
Most of the children placed had been emotionally deprived in some
way. The behavior of a child will indicate if he has been receiving love,
affection and attention from his parents. Marian B. Nicholson states that*
Children's responses are their own, are not caused by
any external sense, but the responses are given to what
is present in the situation or to what is lacking or to
what has been present and taken away.1
Among the fifty children studied five were placed because their parents
rejected them. The unwanted child brought several problems to placement.
Four.children were placed because of serious behavior problems and four,
because their parents were unmarried. These factors definitely related
to each other in that most of the rejected children presented some be
havior problem as a result of insecurity with their parents. Gordon
Hamilton states that:
The child thus forced to love himself prolongs his
infancy, does not out grow his infantile habits, which
%.arian B. Nicholson, "Therapy With Placed Children," Chil^JBelfare
League of_Amgrloan Bulletin, (Supplement) (April, 1942), 33.
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if not treated, continue as a part of the permanent
personality structure. The rejected child...regresses
to seoondary narcissism which shows itself in habit
disorders. •*•
The next case illustrates some of the behavior problems exhibited by a
seven year old boy.
Case 9
Joe, age 7, was placed in a foster home as a direct
request from his mother. She was unmarried and did not
want Joe, and she stated that she did not have any love
for him. The alleged father was unknown at the time of
request. She also stated that Joe was just a problem be
cause he wet the bed frequently and sometimes on his
clothes during the day. There were no interested rela
tives to care for Joe, and his mother was considering
adoption plans.
Joe sought satisfaction from himself and gave erotic attention to himself
because his mother rejected him, and enuresis was symptomatic and means
of compensation. "If the giver of satisfaction should fail to give fully
and warmly, it is easy for the primary identification process to break
down and a condition of narcissism takes place."^
Social Problems
The family is the basis of the whole social structure, and the
characteristics of family life are largely determined by influences in
the form of primary and secondary contacts. The community plays a great
role in helping the family to be sustained by helping to build social
values for healthy living. "When social values are not enforced, there is
disorganization in the family which affects the child.
Of the children studied, many were placed because of the hazards that





prevaded their home life. Two of the children were placed as a result of
diseases, three because of eviction and inadequate housing, four because
of inadequate medical attention, and five as a result of mental dis
turbances in the home. Joan seems typical of a twelve year old girl who
suffered because of some social problems.
Case 10
Joan, age 12, was referred to the Agency by The Society
for Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Her parents had
never been married but were living in common law relation
ship. There were two other siblings who were younger than
Joan. She was an arrested tuberculosis patient and still
needed medical attention. She lived in a condemned house,
and the living space was inadequate. Her father was
mentally disturbed and her family was on relief.
Through the culpable neglect of children's parents to provide sufficient
care for their children, it is the duty of society to safeguard the wel
fare of children. Not only to ensure their normal development but also
to advance the social, moral and economic future of the community.
Miscellaneous Factors
It is evidenced that the parents did not assume the responsibility
of setting moral values and of being examples for their children. In
the process of socialization within the family and the efforts of parents
to train children as to their personal habits is frequently the cause of
the development of abnormal sex curiosity and interests. "Adults need to
clarify their thinking as to the use of sex in living, in feelings, in
intimacy and affection."1 In order that a child may grow into a mature,
well adjusted adult, able to participate in society without too much
emotional strain, he must have particularly, in his early ohildhood,
^■Hortense S. Cochrane, Emotional Aspects of Social Adjustment for
the Childs," Men^lJjygi^ne/XXKII (October, 1948), 591.
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the kind of family that will answer those needs. First, and above all,
he must be secure in his relationships with his parents and be able to
accept them as ego ideals*
Most of the children studied came from families inhere they were un
able to make positive identifications with their parents. Four of the
children were placed as a result of incest and preverse sexual activities.
Twelve year old Mary is a typical example of such behavior.
Case 11
A placement was requested for Mary R. by her mother
who stated that she was unable to do anything with her.
Mary had been in a boarding school but was expelled because
of sex play with other girls. When attempts had been made
to reprimand her, enuresis occured, and Mary would become
very hostile and disagreeable. Due to alcoholism, Mary's
parents had been separated for several years. Therefore,
there was no male figure in the home. Mary's mother found
it hard to accept her type of behavior and said she wanted
foster home placement for her because she could not accept
the child.
It seemed that Mary did not have ego ideals with whom she could identify.
She resorted to homosexual activity with her own sex not only because of
a lack of wholesome relationship with a male person but also because of
a need to retaliate against her own sex with whom she had no positive
identification. Margaret Gerad states that!
Identification occurs when the individual takes
over the role of the punishing or directing individual
as his own role. It is a mechanism in all normal
development, influencing the configuration or bother the
super ego and the ego.l
Mary's enuresis may have been symptomatic of fear, anxiety, and in
security. Although it may have a constitutional factor, her regression
to the anal stage of development seemed to be an expression of hostility
%argaret Gerad,"The Psycho-Pathological Aspect In Child Guidance,"
HandbookofChildJ3uician.oe (Kew York, 1947), p. 178.
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to early toilet training. This may have been a traumatic experience as
she was unable to satisfactorily repress or resolve these conflicts.
Another case where sexual activity was predominant was Danny, age
thirteen who had incestural relations with his sister. In another case
Mamie age sixteen, wanted her baby placed because her grandfather was
her baby's father; and still another was Ann who ran away from home be
cause her uncle foroed her to have sexual relations with him. These oases
indicated that poor training, low morals, and lack of acceptance of the
value of family life was predominant. Moreover, there was much indications
of conflict in the children's minds as to ego ideals in the home.
These factors certainly related not only to social and cultural as
pects of the problems of these children who had to be placed out of their
natural homes but also pointed out the damage done in their personality
development. Dr. Leo Kanner outlined the following principles that will
help gain a deeper insight into the needs of children.
Prevention' is practiced by maintaining health, not
by agitations intended to avert disaster projected into
the child; children are human beingsj accepted children
have a better opportunity for healthy formation than
unaccepted children, and they are more apt to become
accepting of their parents if they are accepted.
For these obvious reasons it was necessary for these children to seek care
outside their natural homes where understanding, acceptance, love, security,
and premissiveness prevailed. In this manner the child was often able to
find satisfaction and gratification of his personal and social needs which
enabled him to make a more adequate adjustment.
1Leo Kanner, "Factors 'Which Affect the Emotional Development of
Children," (A Paper delivered at Pediatric Conference on Growth and
Development, Jacksonville, Florida, May 10, 1949), pp. 8-11.
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Children who are not adequately given to in their own home need
some type of substitute oar©. Some parents cannot offer their children
the protection, security and care they need for their development. A
child may be placed in a foster home because his home has been judged unfit
and his parents relieved of custody, because his home has been broken by
divorce, desertion, or death, because he has been exhibiting behavior
problems which could not be coped with in the home. Whatever the reason,
substitute care in foster homes, boarding homes or in institutions has
long been one method of providing care for the welfare of children.
This study has attempted to present some of the factors which con
tributed to foster home placement at Children's Service Inc., in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. An effort was made to determine, to some extent, some of
the influencing factors of the placement of fifty children. Some of the
services of Children's Service Inc., centered around protective and pre
ventive casework to children who are dependent, neglected and physically
handicapped. A sound health program, clothing department and an efficient
staff foeused upon the needs of the children in care. This agency has
been concerned about the needs of children since the latter part of the
19th century, and continued to direct its program and services to the
care of children after its incorporation and change from an institutional
set up to a foster home supervision program by the first quarter of the
EOth century.
Families of the children studied revealed that they were inadequate
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In taking care of their children. Most of the parents were not married,
the greater number of them were in their twenties and the younger mothers
found a solution to their problem more satisfactorily than the older
mothers. Male children seemed to have constituted a greater threat to
these parents who were requesting placement than female children. This may
have been attributed to the fact that most of the children placed were at
adolescent stage, at which period of development constitutes a threat to a
parent person in the most normal family seeting. It would also provoke
difficulties and problems in the family where the home life had already
been damaged.
Most of the children came from homes where there was only one child
in the family,and in the ordinal position of the family,the first child born
was the first to be placed. This pointed to the fact that the first born
was not accepted in the family situation and unwanted by his parents.
The occupational level and incomes of the parents of these children
studied did not make possible a comfortable and productive atmosphere for
wholesome development. In the majority of the cases little was known about
the work life of the children's parents which would suggest that there
was either no accountable work experience prevalent or that the families
obtained their incomes from sources they were unwilling to disclose.
Those parents who did list their employment pursuits as that of laborer,
showed that they had no steady employment record. Religion seemed to play
a great role in the parents'life in that most of them admitted belonging
to a faith yet a greater number of them were unmarried.
In considering the reasons why these children were placed,there
were some direot requests which shows that the community understanding
go
and acceptance of this service has been attempted. In considering the
kinds of agencies that made the referrals,was the Juvenile Court which made
the greatest use of these services. Such referrals was an indication of
a child's need for protection because he had exhibited symptoms of
emotional difficulties, exposure to marital conflict, physical neglect
and parental rejection.
Twenty-three of the parents oould not state a definite time as to
the length of time they wanted their children placed, but sixteen could
designate a period of twelve to seventeen months. The hesitancy on the
part of some of these parents to make a decision in reference to time
element pointed to the trauma of the separation experience for them, or
their resistance to making up their minds as to their responsibility
of their children.
Children's Service Inc., accepted the fifty children because of
neglect, delinquency, personally maladjustments, abandoned by parents
and those in need of medical care. The greater number of the children
were placed during the years of 1947 and 1948. In reviewing the factors
that influenced the placement of the children studied the following
factors were dominant. Fourteen of the children were placed as a result
of inadequate handling by their parents. Five suffered from neglect,
six because of marital conflict, and three were deserted by their parents.
In some way or another most of the children had been emotionally deprived.
Five children were rejected by their parents, four had serious behavior
problems and four children had parents who were unmarried.
Psycho-social implications were prevelant in some of the behavior
responses of the children. They were manifested in the fora of low moral
31
and social values pertaining to family life and family relationships.
iuany came as a result of the hazards that invaded their homes. Three
of the children were placed because of sooial diseases, three as a
result of eviction from their homes and bad housing, four children needed
medical care that could not be provided in their homes, and five because
of mental disturbances in the home. Some of the factors that influenced
the placement of the children studied varied and did not fall in any
singly category but related in some way to the other factors mentioned.
They ranged from the most intimate and personal qualities of individuals
which made it difficult to adjust to a family group.
Some of the children came into placement because of miscellaneous
factors. Four were placed because of incestural and perverse sex
activities, one because of a difference in religious beliefs and be
cause of conflict in acoepting religious teachings. Although no evidence
was pronounced in terms of class structure of children studied there was
one situation in which color of the child constituted such a threat to
the child that placement was necessary.
In conclusion outstanding factors of this study revealed children
who require foster homes and substitute parental settings come from un
stable homes with inadequate parents. The homes that had the larger
number of children in their families seem to be able to conserve family
ties and most of the families were financially dependent and unable to
provide adequately for these children. Majority of the parents were un
married mothers which of necessity reflected some psychological, social
and cultural conflicts. There seem to be low social values and standards
of behavior which existed in these families and were not conducive to the
formation of a wholesome ideal self for these children. The children
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presented behavior problems portraying elements of rejection from their
family group in the form of emotional starvation and abuse. These
influenoing factors contributed to the need for placement of these fifty
children. It can be concluded that the parents on a whole were the
dominating force with several faotors resulting from the inadequacies of
the family group. As the writer looks at these' children and their
symptomatic behavior one is impressed with the fact of the need for a
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